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The modern, unacademic idiom of A.D. Melville's translation opens the way to a fresh understanding of
Ovid's unique and elusive vision of reality.
The Metamorphoses of Ovid offers to the modern world such a key to the literary and religious culture
of the ancients that it becomes an important event when at last a good poet comes up with a translation
into English verse." —John Crowe Ransom ... a charming and expert English version, which is right in
tone for the Metamorphoses."—Francis Fergusson This new Ovid, fresh and faithful, is right for our time
and should help to restore a great reputation." —Mark Van Doren The first and still the best modern verse
translation of the Metamorphoses, Humphries’ version of Ovid’s masterpiece captures its wit,
merriment, and sophistication. Everyone will enjoy this first modern translation by an American poet of
Ovid’s great work, the major treasury of classical mythology, which has perennially stimulated the
minds of men. In this lively rendering there are no stock props of the pastoral and no literary
landscaping, but real food on the table and sometimes real blood on the ground. Not only is Ovid’s
Metamorphoses a collection of all the myths of the time of the Roman poet as he knew them, but the
book presents at the same time a series of love poems—about the loves of men, women, and the gods.
There are also poems of hate, to give the proper shading to the narrative. And pervading all is the
writer’s love for this earth, its people, its phenomena. Using ten-beat, unrhymed lines in his translation,
Rolfe Humphries shows a definite kinship for Ovid’s swift and colloquial language and Humphries’
whole poetic manner is in tune with the wit and sophistication of the Roman poet.
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Ovid's poetical calendar of the Roman year is both a day by day account of festivals and observances
and their origins, and a delightful retelling of myths and legends associated with particular dates." --from
back cover.
Translations of Ovid's love poems.
The modern, unacademic idiom of A.D. Melville's translation opens the way to a fresh understanding of
Ovid's unique and elusive vision of reality.

A new translation of an important text for Greek mythology used as a source book by classicists from
antiquity to Robert Graves, The Library of Greek Mythology is a complete summary of early Greek
myth, telling the story of each of the great families of heroic mythology, and the various adventures
associated with the main heroes and heroines, from Jason and Perseus to Heracles and Helen of Troy.
Using the ancient system of detailed histories of the great families, it contains invaluable genealogical
diagrams for maximum clarity.
Ovid's Changing Worlds looks at the four most important English imitations of Ovid's Metamorphoses
in the English Renaissance. It sheds new light on dealings with the classics in the period and shows that
the emergence of English literature from the shadows was a complex and fascinating process.
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Ovid was one of the greatest writers of classical antiquity, and arguably the single most influential
ancient poet for post-classical literature and culture. In this Cambridge Companion, chapters by leading
authorities from Europe and North America discuss the backgrounds and contexts for Ovid, the
individual works, and his influence on later literature and art. Coverage of essential information is
combined with exciting new critical approaches. This Companion is designed both as an accessible
handbook for the general reader who wishes to learn about Ovid, and as a series of stimulating essays for
students of Latin poetry and of the classical tradition.
Ovid's remarkable and endlessly fascinating Metamorphoses is one of the best-known and most popular
works of classical literature, exerting a pervasive influence on later European literature and culture. A
vast repository of mythic material as well as a sophisticated manipulation of story-telling, the poem can
be appreciated on many different levels and by audiences of very different backgrounds and educational
experiences. As the poem's focus on transformation and transgression connects in many ways with
contemporary culture and society, modern research perspectives have developed correspondingly.
Metamorphic Readings presents the state of the art in research on this canonical Roman epic. Written in
an accessible style, the essays included represent a variety of approaches, exploring the effects of
transformation and the transgression of borders. The contributors investigate three main themes:
transformations into the Metamorphoses (how the mythic narratives evolved), transformations in the
Metamorphoses (what new understandings of the dynamics of metamorphosis might be achieved), and
transformations of the Metamorphoses (how the Metamorphoses were later understood and came to
acquire new meanings). The many forms of transformation exhibited by Ovid's masterpiece are
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explored--including the transformation of the genre of mythic narrative itself.
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